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BULRUSH SUNRISE PEAT-FREE COMPOST

Growing Trials Data

Growing trials have tested Sunrise Composts against high quality peat-based composts to enable comparisons of performance.

Trials included seed germination and growing-on for a range of bedding and pot plants. Trials on Nursery Stock, including growing-on over a period of 24 months, have also been conducted with excellent results.

Seed germination trials indicate successful and even germination. For example, the most recent trial produced percentage germination rates as follows:

Geranium 80%
Marigold  70%
Salvia 100%

Tomato 100%

In all cases the compost performed successfully and consistently achieved excellent root development, foliage growth and colour.

Dry weight comparisons with plants grown in peat-based compost used as a control, indicated favourable performance for Bulrush Sunrise Compost as indicated below. (Our Area Managers will be pleased to discuss trial results with you).

Geranium
Material
Average Dry Weight (grams)


Sunrise
12.06



Peat 1

  5.55



Peat 2 
  7.37

Products

Mixes have been successfully used for Potting and Nursery Stock, Bedding and Herb Seedlings, although there are nutritional differences between the mixes. Custom mixes are available to tailor the product to the crop/nursery conditions, including the use of Controlled Release Fertilisers for specific long-term crops.

Products are available in: 50 litre bags, 1.5m³ semi-bulk and bulk.

Structure

Our observations are that there is no change in flowability or handling versus peat – the material has no unpleasant odour and is considered safe to handle.

The material is chemically and physically consistent from batch to batch; our Quality assurance systems monitor and test the material throughout the composting process to ensure that it is only used when it is stable.

We have secured on-going and regular supplies of this material, which can be supplied as an additive for growers mixing their own growing media.

Watering and Feeding

Bulrush Sunrise Composts benefit from watering at a lower volume, slightly more frequently than peat-based composts. The surface of the compost tends to dry out, but plants do not need watering until the rest of the compost begins to dry out (pot weight is the best guide).

The dry surface of the compost will reduce the likelihood of algal growth, moss, liverwort, Sciarid Fly and disease development – these are all beneficial characteristics in ensuring optimum appearance and growth.

Bulrush Sunrise Composts should be fed in exactly the same way as peat-based composts, both by professional growers and amateur gardeners alike. 

Pest/Disease Control

Materials used to manufacture Bulrush peat-free media are generally more biologically active than peat, therefore growers may observe the development of white mycelium (mould) in the substrate which can lead to production of fruiting bodies: whilst this appearance may initially be alarming, it is harmless. The development of some beneficial fungi can lead to bio-suppression of common plant diseases.

The biological activity within the medium can make it more attractive to flying insects, which may be potentially harmful. The use of sticky traps as a method of monitoring the numbers and types of insect present is a wise precaution.

Note: some pesticides that are incorporated into growing media may behave differently and/or may not be registered for peat-free use. Check with the manufacturer before use.

Plant Growth Habit

 Plants grown in Sunrise products are generally more robust and compact, with enhanced shelf-life quality. It has been noted that in herbs there may be an increase in aromatic oil content.

Recent work at Lancs University has indicated that growing in near-drought conditions meant that use of growth regulators can be reduced.

It should be noted that for some (but not all crops) the growing time might increase, which will affect scheduling.
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