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CYCLAMEN
The last few seasons have seen something of a renaissance in the production of Cyclamen. The traditional open pollinated varieties are now less popular due to their slower growth pattern than the F1 Hybrid varieties. However, the new miniature varieties and the re-introduction of perfumed types has really helped to bring the crop back into the public imagination. A greater understanding of the home shelf life requirements and an increase in the quality of the products has led to a higher perceived value for the crop.

Cyclamen are generally raised from fresh seed, which is sown anytime between January and April, depending on the variety and the eventual flowering date required. Germination needs to be in total darkness, between 15-18oC and should take between 18-24 days. As soon as the second fine leaf stage is reached - approximately 8 weeks from germination - the plantlets can be transplanted into an intermediate size of container, which is usually a module tray of between 135 and 250 size. Increasingly, the young plants at this stage of growth are transplanted into ‘Plug-it’ type units, which make the later potting-on of the crop so much easier. The plantlets then remain in the ‘Plug-it’s’ or seed trays or for a further 8 weeks before being transplanted into their final containers. Further cultural advice can be found in the Ball Colegrave advisory leaflet C3. 

The final potting of the young plants may cause problems of its own, in as much as Cyclamen are very 'shy' rooting. The higher temperatures in July - August mean that the rooting is often very slow and hence the plants are easily damaged by accumulation of soluble salts in the compost mix. It is recommended that the incorporation of any chemicals into the potting mix should be trialled first, as some varieties are very sensitive to chemicals in their root environment.

For seed sowing it is suggested to use a low fertiliser level compost with a starting pH in the range 5.5-6.0. Bulrush seed compost is ideal for this purpose. 

For potting-on, Danish experience suggests a medium grade moss peat, with fertiliser at moderate levels and the use of clay in the mix as an added benefit. With this in mind, Bulrush has developed its Danish range of composts plus clay granules and this is supplemented by the use of a special fertiliser low in Nitrogen and high in Phosphate to encourage root development. The use of the low N base fertiliser also gives the grower more chance to control the leaf growth of the plants and hence the eventual habit. The starting pH is between 5.5-6.0.

Liquid feeding with a water soluble fertiliser normally starts 3-4 weeks after the final potting and once the roots are through to the sides of the container. The initial liquid feed would be with Bulrush PM7 (high Phosphate) to encourage and maintain the healthy root system. This would be used at 0.5g/l final solution. Then, the feed would be switched to Bulrush PM6 to promote the vegetative framework and finally PM8 to push the flower spikes through the leaf canopy and promote strong shoots to support them. The recommended rate for both of these 2 fertilisers is 1.0 g/l in the final applied solution.
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Some growers may also use a special pot plant formulation of CRF - such as the 10-11-18, 5-6 month formula incorporated in the mix at low rates to reduce the overall reliance on the water soluble fertilisers.

Ball Colegrave Limited Culture Focus C3 gives information regarding timing, growing-on requirements and other valuable advice.

The following IS a list of suggestions which will help to achieve the highest quality plants:
� Have the alkalinity of your water checked. You may need to use Nitric acid if the water is exceptionally hard- i.e. more than 300 ppm alkalinity.

� Always check that any injectors and/or dilutors are working correctly and run regular calibration tests.

� Surface clean the benches and floors on which the plants are to stand, sweeping the floor is not enough

� Scout the crops twice weekly and look particularly for leaf notching caused by adult Vine Weevil, also have sticky traps set out to monitor for Thrip and Aphid

� Start liquid feeding once the roots are to the sides of the container.

� Give maximum cooling in the Summer months and keep the air movement through the crop as great as possible to avoid excess humidity encouraging Botrytis.

� With new varieties it is advisable to trial any Growth Regulators on small batches to avoid excess effects- some colours are very sensitive to Growth Regulators.
FERTILISER ANALYSIS

	
	Total N
	P2O5
	K2O
	B
	Cu
	Fe
	Mn
	Mo
	Zn

	PM6
	18.0%
	 18.0%
	18.0%
	0.025%
	0.01%
	0.07%
	0.04%
	0.004%
	0.025%

	PM7
	13.0%
	40.0%
	13.0%
	0.025%
	0.01%
	0.07%
	0.04%
	0.004%
	0.025%

	PM8
	12.0%
	 12.0%
	36.0%
	0.025%
	0.01%
	0.07%
	0.04%
	0.004%
	0.025%
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