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ANTIRRHINUMS

Antirrhinums still remain a firm favourite within the Bedding industry, although there appear to be two very marked schools of grower: those that know and those who continually try but have a series of problems. In looking at those who know there appear to be a number of factors which lend weight to the success of the few:

1) there is a need for good hygiene on the nursery as antirrhinums are particularly prone to root rotting diseases,

2) they are not tolerant of high levels of soluble salts,

3) they like being moist but not wet,

4) they prefer a pH range of 5.8-6.3 in peat substrates,

5) they prefer being grown at cooler temperatures (10-12oC) once they have been germinated at between 15-20o C.

Overall, they are a crop that requires attention to detail if the best is to be obtained. With the above in mind, it is important to have a substrate that does not stress the crop. Bulrush has developed a mix specifically for Antirrhinums, based on the successful Danish Bedding range. The clay is added at double the normal rate, which further reduces the moisture fluctuations the crop experiences. Combined with the low level of PG-mix base fertiliser, which is in part buffered in its availability by the clay addition, this high quality sphagnum peat mix satisfies many of the criteria above. The substrate has been designed to wet easily, allow drainage of excess water whilst maintaining a balance of available water to the plant.

Once the seeds have germinated and established, they should be transplanted from the seed compost into the Bulrush Antirrhinum mix. Having been lightly watered into the new mix, they should be kept cool and given little water or feed until the roots have run through the compost. At this point, low level liquid feeding with water soluble fertilisers can begin. It is recommended that either a feed such as PM6 is used with a final solution conc.: of 0.75g/l or, the slightly higher Potash PM8, is used at a final solution concentration of 0.75g/l. The feed can be used at every watering. The frequency of watering at lower temperatures and during the early part of the growth may only be once in ten days.

Any watering or feeding which is undertaken should be done in the morning so that the plant tops can be allowed to dry before the afternoon. It is important to keep the humidity as low as possible with the crop. Forced air changes and the use of fans to give positive air movement greatly help the overall health of the crop. Traditional growers prefer the use of cold frames for the crop, once it is established, to harden them off.

As Antirrhinums are so susceptible to diseases, growers need to be on constant alert to symptoms. It is advised that Ball Colegrave Limited have produced an excellent fact sheet (code A2) which highlights the diseases of Antirrhinums and should be read in conjunction with this leaflet.                       
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